Combined Comet Class Association

Annual General Meeting

EXE S.C.

Fri. 22nd Aug 2014  

Chairman David Talbot

Minutes

1 Apologies received from John Sturgeon (Luminous Tales and Versa Capt), Steven Linton (Duo Capt), Symon & Lou Doliczny,  Bob Presley, Eric Goodley.  23 members present.

2 Last AGM minutes (published in E-Luminous Tales Summer 2013) were accepted.

3 Reports by Association officers:

a. Treasurer: (Bill Gott) Accounts were presented (attached). Subscriptions in 2013 were 52 x £17.50 = £910, but after the last AGM, membership is now free.  Nationwide A/C balance is currently £5027 which could last for 15 years.  The Noble marine sponsorship of £600 was gratefully acknowledged.  Emailing the e-version of Luminous Tales to all known comet class owners is free. RYA affiliation cost £115.  The website domain cost £20.  A discussion about how to spend the money ranged from a training day, to the association buying the Trio moulds off the owner.

b.  Secretary: (Guy Farrant) The last Trio nationals were held at Exe S.C. on 2-4 Aug.2013--25 entries consisting of 8 visitors and 17 home boats, and of the latter 4 were charters. 2 Trios went to Sutton Bingham Hartley Open 13th April, but never got any results posted. The Inlands were held at Shustoke (East Birmingham) 31/5-1/6. 9 entries consisting of 4 home boats and 5 visitors. Nice welcoming club with camping and catering facilities. Unfortunately there was very little wind. The Padro family excelled with 1,2,3 places. The spinnaker chute system approved last year has now been taken up by 7 boats and whilst it has a few quirks the general consensus is that it is a good improvement. I have been Secretary for the last 6 years and I am now very stale and wish to resign. After discussion I will stay in post for 1 more year.

c.  Chairman: (David Talbot) Has been in post 14 years.  Any contributions to Luminous Tales very welcome.  Bob Presley (cruising sec) has tendered his resignation. Many thanks Bob for your past service. Steve Ashford was thanked for running the website.  

4 Builder’s report: (Andy Simmons) No new boats have been built. Can now only build comets (there are over 800 in total). Discreet enquiries about selling the moulds have made no further progress. Other existing boat builders are lean on their own existing products. A discussion ensued and the meeting agreed that ideally the association needs to find a builder and this might be a sensible use of the association cash reserves. To review the situation at the Southampton boat show.  Demand for boats is being met by the second hand market. Padro Trio 364 has been bought by Symon Doliczny and John Best Trio 474 has been bought by Steve Whittle. The decision has been taken to stop showing at the dinghy show but it is important to maintain RYA affiliation to keep the door open for any new builder.  Repairs have been relatively quiet, but busy with spares, advice and accessories. There are still plenty of spares. 

5 Adoption of Accounts. Accepted.

6 Election of officers and committee:

a. Chairman  David Talbot

b. Secretary  Guy Farrant (1 year only)

c. Cruising Secretary  vacant

d. Treasurer  Bill Gott

e. Newsletter ( John Sturgeon)

f. Championship secretary vacant

g. Versa Captain ( John Sturgeon)

h. Duo Captain  ( Stephen Linton)

i. Webmaster ( Steve Ashford)

No new nominations, so re-elected en masse.

7 Venues for Inlands, National Championships, and Open meetings for 2015.  Guy reported that with such small and unpredictable numbers of boats prepared to travel it was very difficult to negotiate with clubs in arranging fixtures.  The only viable way forward is to join in with other classes.  Personal contact very important.  To investigate Inlands for 2015 at Cotswold or Frensham Pond. It was suggested that as Exe has the largest fleet of trios and Exe is always popular, that the nationals again be held at Exe next year, preferably during the school holidays.  Dates to be confirmed.

8 Any other Business.  

a. It was proposed to add a new rule 7.2m to the class rules:   A spinnaker chute launch and retrieval system including spinnaker patches. Forestay, jib tack, bowsprit extended and retracted length, and spinnaker size shall not change from standard.

Passed.

